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Just Joshin’ 

 

 
 

This time of year — Advent leading into 

Christmastime — is a wonderful time of 

year.  It’s a time of anticipation and the 

coming hope that we have in Jesus the 

Christ.  It’s a time to celebrate the gift 

of Jesus‘ birth and life and the joy and 

hope that has been brought into this 

world.  It’s a time to remember that 

Jesus the Christ will come again in 

glory! 

 

Well, it’s wonderful if we keep focused 

on what we’re celebrating.  Otherwise 

the calendar full of added events 

throughout this time of year start to 

wear on us and cause stress and 

anxiety.  When we become too 

overwhelmed by all that activity that’s 

around us (whether it’s things that are 

expected of us or things we think are 

expected of us) we begin to break down.  

Pretty soon, we’re just hoping to get 

through the Christmas season so we can 

get on with our lives. 

 

However, if this happens, we’ve missed 

out.  We’ve missed out on the hope, joy, 

and love that make this time of year 

great!  We’ve missed out on focusing on 

what it is that God has in store for us, 

because we have become consumed by 

what others want or what we want.  Let 

us stay focused on God during this 

Advent and Christmas season and 

remember why it is that he came into 

this world and what this means for us. 

 

“ ... But the angel said to [the shepherds], 

‘Don’t be afraid!  I am here with good 

news for you, which will bring great joy 

to all the people.’”  (Luke 2:10, TEV) 

 

The good news, of course, is the birth of 

Jesus.  The joy for all people comes 

from the new hope and the new way of 

life that Jesus gives us.  Just as the 

angel brought this message to the 

shepherds, so the church today should 

be bringing this message to the people 

who don’t know, aren’t aware of it, or 

have forgotten about it. 

 

Just like we can lose our focus from 

time to time, so can the church if we’re 

not careful.  We find the church’s 

purpose throughout Scripture, 

especially in places like Luke 2:10, Luke 

24:45-49 (Matthew 28:16-20).  We’re  



 

 

Come for Breakfast on 

Wednesday, 

December 4, 2019 

8:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

Christmas Greetings!  It always amazes 

me how fast the months go by!  As we all 

prepare for Christmas and giving our 

Methodist Women have decided on their 

projects for Christmas giving!  Our 

selections were: Mujila Falls Zambia 

Agriculture center for our world project, 

Northcott Neighborhood House for our 

state project, and Community of Hope 

and Love INC for our local projects.  

 

We also installed our officers for 2020 at 

our November meeting and I appreciate 

Judy Steele, Jean Michaels, Helen 

Dillingham and Judy Gitchel who agreed 

to continue in their roles as 

officers.  These women make my job as 

President much easier.  Thank you ladies 

for your support of our Local UMW unit. 

 

With Christmas on our minds, December 

1 we will be serving coffee Fellowship in 

place of our Christmas Tea.  The 

following Sunday will be the PopUp 

Bazaar and all are welcome and 

encouraged to come browse and 

purchase!  The proceeds will go for our 

missions projects.  Pick up a Christmas 

present or three and support missions 

work as well! 

 

As always, there are great books on the 

UMW reading list – feel free to pick one 

up! 

 

Christmas Blessings, 

Cindy 

given the example of how we’re to 

treat people and reach out to those we 

may not know throughout Jesus’ 

teaching (i.e. Matthew 5). And we see a 

great example of what can be done 

when people are letting the power of 

the Holy Spirit work in them and 

through them in the Book of Acts. 

 

What does all of this look like at 

Wisconsin Rapids UMC?  How does 

this play out for us?  How can we as 

individuals, and we as a church, make 

sure that the spirit of the Christmas 

story is lived out where we live.  We’ve 

been given a great gift in Jesus Christ.  

It’s not a gift to keep to ourselves. 

 

Let us be a church that seeks God first 

and is bold in our faith.  Let us be a 

church that answers God’s calling to 

make disciples of Jesus for the 

transformation of the world.   Merry 

Christmas!!! 
 

Pastor Josh 



 

 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Meets each day of the week as follows: 
Monday’s 11:00 a.m. 
Tuesday’s  7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday’s 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday’s  7:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 
01 - Cassandra Bartram 
06 - Paula Baeurle 
07 - Lynn Swanson 
10 - Karla Staven 
18 - Faith Frank 

Nar-Anon 
Every Thursday: 6:30 p.m. 

Weight Watchers 
Every Saturday 8:30 am 

10 - Harry & Carol Calverley 

22 - Kevin & Karlene Dillingham 

27 - Bob & Wanda McIlvain 

If we have omitted your birthday or 
anniversary or have it listed on the 
wrong date, please let us know so we 
can make the necessary corrections to 
our records. Thank you. 

Noisy Collection 

December 8, 2019 for  

Melisa and South Wood 

County Human 

Society 

 

The Toys for Tot’s 
collection will end on 
Sunday, December 8, 
2019 
 

If  you are able, attend 
the Christmas dinner 
hosted by Community 
of Hope at our church 

on Christmas Day beginning at 
11:00 A.M.  Please bring a dish 
to pass. Meat and potatoes will 
be provided. 

Give a hand up NOT a hand 

out. Learn what Love INC (In 

the Name of Christ), with whom 

our church is a partner, is all 

about. Attend an informational 

hour session Thursday, 

December 19 at noon or at 6 

p.m. Please let them  coming by 

calling 715-424-5683. 



Have a prayer request? Call the prayer chain: 
Daytime:  (9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 
Lynn Swanson — 715-423-4407 
Evenings:  (6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.) 
Helen Dillingham — 715-424-5828 

For encouragement,  

call the prayer phone: 
715-423-1323 

 
 

      

Psalm 85:10 

“Love and faithfulness meet together; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other.” 

 

Do you hear Christmas in these words?  

Christ truly brought love, faithfulness, 

righteousness and peace to our world.  

What a gift!  A Savior born in a small 

village, in a stable and cradled in a 

manger.  As the carol proclaims, “This, 

this is Christ the Lord!!”  Today we 

know He would face a painful death to 

take our place as a sacrifice for sin.  And 

yet, now is a time for rejoicing for we 

know He still lives!  He lives within each 

of us.  Christ the Savior is born! 

 

As you go through this joyous, yet often 

stressful season, let us rejoice.  Bring 

Christ into your homes and Christmas 

celebrations.  On Christmas Eve, take 

time to rededicate yourself to him.  He 

gave his all for us, can we not give our 

lives to Him? 

 

I pray your Christmas be blessed and 

that in the New Year you live closely 

with the Savior whose birth we 

celebrate. 

 

Let us pray:  Lord God, Precious Savior, 

we come to you today to ask you to fill 

our hearts with your love as we celebrate 

your birth.  Help us to keep you at the 

center of our awareness as we go through 

the holidays.  We pray this in Christ’s 

name.  Amen 

       

 

Prayer Calendar 
 

01 - Harry & Carol Calverley 
02 - Robert & Sandra Calverley 
03 - Scott & Evan Calverley 
04 - Bill & Shirley Carpenter 
05 - Albert & Janet Ciardelli 
06 - Katie Clark 
07 - Bill Clendenning 
08 - Kathy Cole 
09 - Rick & Ellen Cook 
10 - James & Cherri Correll 
11 - Tyler Cowan 
12 - Carol Davis 
13 - Helen Dillingham 
14 - Kevin, Karlene & Kasey Dillingham 
15 - Mike & Julie Dresen 
16 - Brenda Dudley 
17 - Robert & Vivian Dudley 
18 - Art & Kathy Duerkop 
19 - Tom & Cindy Erickson 
20 - Brent & Ginnie Fletcher 
21 - Faith Frank 
22 - Judy Gitchel 
23 - David Goetsch 
24 - Zelda Guzman 
25 - Gwen Gygi 
26 - Myrna Hagen 
27 - Mary Jo Hane 
28 - Keith & Janet Hansen 
29 - Norman & Auril Harding 
30 - Gordon Harmon 
31 - Glen & Aida Harper 



Church Office Hours 
The church office is open Monday through 

Thursday from 8:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.  
and closed on Fridays. Other times as needed. 

Pastor Joshua’s Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

E-mail Addresses 
Church Office: umc@wctc.net 
Pastor Joshua: joshuapegram3@gmail.com 

Church Office Phone 
715-423-8860 
Pastor Joshua’s Phone No. 
Cell: 920-896-3976 

Sunday Services 
  9:00 am - UMC Worship Service 
10:00 am - Coffee Fellowship 

December 18 

December 3 

The Neighborhood Table 
The last two Tuesdays of the month: 4:30 p.m. 
Every Thursday: 4:30 p.m. 

December 24 

Wisdom Seekers 
Every Thursday: 9:30 a.m. 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

December 12 

10:00 am - UMW Pop Up Bazaar 

December 11 

December 19 

December 5 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

December 16 

  8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast 
10:30 am - Disciplines 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study   
  6:00 pm - COH 

December 25 

December 4 

10:30 am - Disciplines 
  5:00 pm - Choir Practice  

December 8 

CHRISTMAS EVE--CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
4:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service 

December 10 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

  5:00 pm - TNT Meeting 

9 - 11:00 am COH 

December 6 

Church Website 
www.umcwr.org 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
10:00 am - RCC Board Meeting 
  5:00 pm - Bells 

   2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
   6:00 pm - COH 

December 26 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

December 31 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 

December 17 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 
4:00-6:30 pm COH 

10:30 am - Disciplines 
  5:00 pm - Choir Practice 


